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A CHANGE IN ORDINATION STANDARDS

Barbara Wheeler, an elder in Bethel Peniel Church who has
been involved in national church issues for many years, has prepared
a brief summary of the change in ordination standards that is likely
to occur next week. With her permission, I reprint it here in bulletin
insert format for your own use, and follow with my own comments.

Cass Shaw, General Presbyter

sesiesesesie  sfesleosesiesk skoleskeskeske sesfeslesiesie sdeslediesieske skeskeoskoskeske seskeskeslesk skeoskosfesiek

Within the next two weeks, the Presbyterian Church will be in the
news. Its presbyteries are voting on whether to change the ordination
standards in the church’s Constitution. If the proposed change is
adopted, as now seems certain, the section intended to bar the
ordination of gay and lesbian ministers and elders (members of local
church sessions) will be removed. That change will make headlines.
Replacing it will be a more general requirement that will go
unnoticed: all those ordained must submit “joyfully to the Lordship
of Jesus Christ.”

Though the media will almost certainly proclaim that “The
Presbyterian Church votes to ordain gays,” that is not what is
happening. Here is what the decision means:

e Local churches and presbyteries that choose to do so will be
free to ordain gay and lesbian persons in committed
relationships to the offices of deacon, ruling elder and
minister. Gay and lesbian persons who have partners will no
longer be automatically barred from consideration.

e The change in the Constitution does not, however, give
anyone the right to be ordained. All officers must meet the
standards of submission to the Lordship of Christ and “a life
that demonstrates the Gospel.” The church or presbytery
must make case-by-case judgments about who is qualified
under these standards.




e No church or presbytery is required to ordain anyone they
judge to be unqualified. That means that churches and
presbyteries that believe that same-sex relationships are
deeply sinful may choose not to ordain partnered gay
persons.

e This resolution—permitting each church and presbytery to
decide about how same-sex relationships affect eligibility for
ordination—reflects the fact that the church is almost evenly
divided on the ordination question. The previous prohibition
was supported by a bare majority, and a large minority voted
against the change. Therefore, it is more accurate to say that
the Presbyterian Church has adopted a neutral stance on gay
ordination than that it has “voted to ordain gays.” Each
congregation and presbytery is free to decide the matter for
itself every time it considers someone for ordination.

ekokokok kokoloksk deokokdek dokdokok sksokokk dokakokok skskoloksk sokskokok

Brothers and sisters,

I’m aware that even in Albany, where the majority has always sought
this change, there remains a diversity of views. I trust that we will
remain a presbytery where the consciences of all our members are
respected.

I am preparing a press release that will quote from several members
of Albany Presbytery who represent that rich diversity of views. My
hope is to get out ahead of the sensational headlines that are likely to
come and to provide a thoughtful and accurate report of what our
denomination is doing. Let’s be in prayer for one another as we all
continue to answer God’s call to “be a sign in and for the world of

the new reality which God has made available to people in Jesus
Christ.” (G-3.0200a)

Thank you all for your faithful witness and service to our Lord.
In Christ,
Cass
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$Q\RQH ZKR KDV UHDG DOO RU SDBUW @H BRMN\D Q UIW KIRIGARQW-HG WR W
ZKDW , KRSH ZLOO EH D VHULHQ\RIFEQU®REDLED ZBUVRXBWR® -XQH
DQG \RXU LQVLJKWY DQG TXHVMWQRIG & IPR QYBIO VEHVR A REIKLFK |
QRW EH OLPLWHG WR WKHVH TXHVWLRQV

+RZ GLG \RX H[SHULHQFH OF/DUHRDWY DBSWRDFK WR &KULVW
'KDW LQVLJKWYV GLG \RX JDLQ LQWR \RXU IDLWK"

'KDW ZDV FRQIXVLQJ RU GLIILEXOW WR XQGHUVWDQG"

DV DQ\WKLQJ FKDOOHQJLQJ WEQRGU"IDLWK RU HYHQ WURX
'KDW TXHVWLRQV GR \RX KDYH QRZ"

'KDW LI DQ\ LPSOLFDWLRQV GRHXK B Y QRIW RXW ZUWIQRIVR[WR -H

3OHDVH 5693 WR OHW PH NQRZ LI \RX-EDQ ERPH
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