
Summer Morning Worship Services will be held at 9 a.m.  

Summer Worship at 9 am! 
 

Beginning on July 3 we shall gather to witness to God’s love in Jesus Christ through worship at 9 am. 

There are several reasons prompting this change: 

• We now have two worshiping communities and during the summer see an opportunity to unite as one. 
Thus will we celebrate the baptism of AJ, son of Jeff and Lindsay Williamson who regularly attend Early 
Worship. 

• Combining the two services will allow for a blending of the two styles of worship which we believe will be 
enriching to all. 

• At 9am the temperature is much cooler so worship will be less of a sweaty experience! 
• Completing worship an hour early will allow for informal conversations about various topics. 
 

We will resume the two worship services on September 11. 

As your pastor it is always exciting and a healthy thing to try new ways of living the way of Jesus Christ. 

Have a great summer! 

The Monthly Newsletter of the People of 
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A Word From The Pastor... 
 

Stewart      

For Your Summer Reading and Reflection 
 

Summer is a time to rest and relax. It is a time in the words of Leviticus, to “deny yourselves 
and do no work.” (16:29) Yes, friends, for most of us, sitting still and doing nothing is a sacri-
fice which is more difficult than climbing Mt. Everest. Yet it is cultivating the capacity to 
do…nothing but be in the presence of a loving God which brings lightness of heart and serenity 
in the midst of trial. Thus it is that the writer of Psalm 46 urges us to “be…still and know that I 
am God.” (46:10) It is impossible to do still.  Nevertheless, there is something to do. It is to be-
come intentional about creating time each day to be…still. 
 

Typically when we hear about creating time to be quiet in the presence of God we think of time for prayer or 
reading the Bible. Both of these of course are important — even necessary. There are, however, other ways to 
be…still. 
 

Take mindful walks. Mindful walks are silent strolls in nature where the point is not to get somewhere. The 
point is literally to stop and smell the roses. Go to a beautiful place. Quiet yourself by breathing slowly. Walk 
slowly. Become aware that you are in the midst of great beauty. Every fifty feet or so stop, look, listen, feel, 
smell. Ask God to help you become aware that you are part of the beauty that surrounds you. From God’s 
point of view you are one of the stunning array of creation. Repeat this until you feel led to return. 
 

• Find a peaceful place where you can be silent. 
 

• If in these times of quiet you feel led to write something, do it. Don’t try to be profound! Just write what is 
on your heart. Do not share this with anybody. It is a gift to you. 

 

• Make time to read and reflect.  I have tons of books on nearly every subject which I will be delighted to 
lend you! Please ask me for suggestions! 

 

• Finally, Take a copy of “What Makes God Real Every Day?” This study guide has been adapted for our 
use by Diana Newman from the Outdoor Ministries 2001 resource on the PCUSA web site. It is an excel-
lent guide for study and reflection. 

 

May the fresh winds of this season of rest renew your spirits 
and deepen your experience of God! 
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The Elders and Deacons  
to Serve Communion 

July 10 - Jean Zelezniak* 
Doris Donley 
June Brunk 
Joan Niecey 

The Lay Readers 

July 3 - Mark Hutchinson 

July 10 - Wayne Goodnow 

July 17 - Diana Newman 

July 24 - Marian Nitsky 

July 31 - George Hannett 

 

* Denotes Team Leader. The Team Leader should call the 
other servers in advance to make sure they plan to attend 
church on the designated day. If not, the server should find a 
substitute and let the team leader know.  

Volume 21 No. 7 Good News 

The Ushers and Greeters 

July 3 - Cindy Schultz*   
Hannah Hunter-Harris 
Lionel  Harris 

July 10 - Peter McKinney*  
Laura Smith 
Steve Smith  

July 17 - Nancy Messersmith*  
Ron Messersmith 
Susan O’Rourke  

July 31 - Betty Deitz* 
Al Deitz 
Susan Ferris  

 * Denotes Greeter 

July 24 - Fred Sirois* 
William Irwin  
Shirley Irwin  
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The Elders and Deacons  
to Serve Communion 

August 7 - Marian Nitsky* 
Keni Banda 
Hank Williams 
Dorothy Rice 

The Lay Readers 

August 7 - Debbie Wagner 

August 14 - Bill Hasselbarth 

August 21 - Diane Irwin 

August 28 - Trudy Hutchinson 

  

 

* Denotes Team Leader. The Team Leader should call the 
other servers in advance to make sure they plan to attend 
church on the designated day. If not, the server should find a 
substitute and let the team leader know.  
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The Ushers and Greeters 

August 7 - Trudy Hutchinson* 
Mark Hutchinson  
Carl Hasselbarth  

August 14 - Gwen Ramage* 
Bill Ramage 
Joanne Wagner  

August 21 - Susan Sahloff*  
Cici Sahloff 
Michael Hall  

August 28 - Vi McKaig*  
William Irwin   
Shirley Irwin   

 * Denotes Greeter 
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The Deacon on call for 

July is 

Rev. Stewart Pattison 

456-5410 or 456-1373 

Good News 
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The Deacons on call for 

August are 

Dorothy Rice 335-9000 

Renee Kimmerer 456-0759 

Dear Hamilton Union Church; 

The warmth of your church is overwhelming. 

Thank you for the cards and good wishes that 

came my way during my recent hospital stay. 

Thanks especially for your continuing prayers 

which are a great comfort to me. 

Chickey Henderson (  MJ's mother ) 
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On June 7, Presbyterian Women collected $311 at a Mission Minded Meal with 
Bertie Chesebrough at Parkland Garden Apartments (Kingsway Arms).  Half this 
money will go to Mayfield Presbyterian Church as a token of our caring, following 
their devastating fire. 
 
On July 22-24, 2011, the Triennial Gathering of the Synod of the Northeast will be 
held at the Desmond Hotel in Albany.  The theme is RISE AND SHINE. 
 
 The Coordinating Team will meet on Saturday, September 17 at 9:00 a.m. at the 
church with Moderator Trudy Hutchinson presiding. 
 
Looking to fall, September circles will meet jointly on September 27 for a potluck supper and to begin a new 
Bible study on Revelations.  The Reverend Stewart Pattison will give an overview of this study.  This would 
be a good time to begin circle attendance. 
 
You will be welcomed at this meeting. 

News from the Worship Committee 
 
The Session has approved a change in the worship service for the summer.  Starting the first Sunday in July, 
the early and traditional worship service will be combined in a single service starting at 9AM.  This schedule 
will be in effect through the Labor Day weekend. 
 
The Worship Committee is also looking for a talented individual to lead the bell choir.  If you feel called to 
this service, please contact any member of the Worship Committee. 
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Outreach Ministry Team  
 
The Outreach Ministry Team has not met since the April 4, 2011, session meeting.  The team has, however, 
been active in its ministry. 
 
The 2011 Grand Garage Sale took place on May 21, 2011, under the leadership of Stephen J. Smith. Mem-
bers and friends of the congregation worked together the week before the sale cleaning and organizing sale 
items. The time spent provided an opportunity for fellowship and the “protection” for the “grand” name. 
(One shopper declared the sale the best and claimed to have traveled from Utica each year for the sale.) The 
youth as a group were actively involved and sold refreshments. Financially, the sale proceeds were $3807.28. 
The comparable figure for 2010 was $2812.67. This amount includes $335.17 from food/beverage which is 
designated for youth group activities. 

While meeting with a local pastor here in NY, Alex (Crum) was introduced to an elder in the church. Elder 
Keni Banda is from the Chitonga people of Malawi, Africa. He personally owned an old print of the Chitonga 
New Testament, but he was concerned that the Scriptures had not been reprinted in his native language in 
many years, limiting his people's access to God's Word. Alex, as a computer specialist, wasn't sure if he would 
be able to help with questions specific to Bible printing in this distant part of the world, but he did what he 
could. As a result, Elder Keni was able to connect with the Malawi Bible Society who informed him that a re-
print of the Bible is possible with sufficient funds. At $17 per Bible the cost is prohibitive for most Chitonga 
families who make an average of $28/month, but with God's help Elder Keni plans to network with his own 
American church as well as his trustworthy Malawi family overseas to ensure that the next generation of Chi-
tonga can receive God's precious Words of life. Praise the Lord! 

 
-- from The Crums (Wycliffe Bible Translators) newsletter of April 2011 
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Mission and Social Witness Ministry Team 
Meeting Minutes – Tuesday, May 24th 

 

Members Present: Stewart Pattison, Vi McKaig, Keni Banda, Gail Ostrander, Jerry Ostrander (moderator) 
 

Meeting was opened by Jerry with prayer. 
 

• 2011 budget items were discussed and voted on. Consistent with our budget, money from Hamilton Un-
ion will be sent to the City Mission of Schenectady, the Albany Rescue Mission, Banda Bola Sports 
Foundation, Cornerstone Campus Ministry (sponsorship of a peer minister), and Community Caregivers. 

• Stewart will pursue finding a new liaison with the Schenectady Mission. 
• Members reviewed the income generated from our special offerings during the past year and it was 

agreed to that we need to do a much better job of publicizing the special offerings that remain during 
2011.  

• Keni and Stewart updated the group on the status of a potential Mission trip to Malawi in 2012. 
• After some discussion, the members suggested that Session begin discussing how we (Hamilton Union) 

should budget the expense for this trip in the upcoming 2012 church budget. Therefore, the M&SW min-
istry team is recommending that an initial discussion of how to budget the expenses of this Mission trip 
be placed on the Session agenda for their June 6th meeting.  

• Keni and Stewart updated the group on the Malawian bible translation. Stewart will follow up on this 
item and report back to our ministry team.  

• We agreed to hold another Mayan Hands sale during the current calendar year. Gail will follow up on 
this and report back to the group with the proposed dates for 2011. 

• Members of the ministry team agreed that we would commit Hamilton Union to again serving the com-
munity meal at the Mission during 2012. Specific dates will follow as they become finalized. 

 

Ministry Team reviewed our calendar for the balance of 2011: 
 

Future meeting dates (through 2011)  
• Tuesday, Sept 27th, 2011  
• Tuesday, Dec 27th, 2011 (also serving meal) 
 

 Meeting was adjourned by prayer by Stewart 
 

The M & SW ministry team would like to thank the many people who 
helped us serve the community meal at the Schenectady Mission during 
the months of April and May. Volunteers helping during one or both 
months included the following people: Vi McKaig, Howard and Lynda 
Jacobson, Stewart Pattison, Cindy Schultz, Hiram Eberlein, John Nitsky, 
Nancy Gerstenberger, Keni Banda, Bill Sarbello, and Gail and Jerry 
Ostrander. Many thanks to all for giving of their time.  

 Other serving dates at Mission: 
•  Tuesday, July 26th, 2011  
•  Tuesday, December 27th, 2011  
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 HUPC Brooks BBQ 
 
The day before the BBQ, the rain and hail at 5:30pm was not a promising omen for the next 
day. We were thankful that the heat had moderated by the time the Brooks patrons started 
arriving at 3:30pm and we all were ready. 
 
Thanks to everyone who helped with the June BBQ, including Bill Morris who helped with 
preparation, and the many hands baking brownies, working one or two shifts in the parking 
lot and in the office, or helping with the clean-up afterward. We were so efficient we were 
cleaned up by 6:30pm. 
 
We achieved a net profit of $3,313.85 and 20 percent will be allocated to mission projects. 
Again, a hearty thank you to all who participated! 
 

Ron and Nancy Messersmith for the Outreach Team     
 

From the Property Committee… 
 
The Property Committee has been busy this spring. 
 
A sub-committee consisting of Charlotte Hasselbarth, Rae Rau and Nancy Messersmith has been 
working on a plan to upgrade and “freshen” the multi-purpose room.  The committee is working 
with the Property committee to begin the improvements over the summer. 
 
The Property Committee gave its usual support to the Grand Garage Sale and the first Brook’s 
Barbeque.  In addition, new shrubs were planted to replace the overgrown shrubs on the East side 
of the parking lot, thanks to Bill and Shirley Irwin. 
 
Bill Ramage, Chair 
Property Committee 



 
 
 
 

BROOKS CHICKEN AND RIB BARBECUE 
TAKE OUT ONLY 

 

THURSDAY, August 11, 2011 
4:00 PM thru 7:00 PM  

(or when supply is exhausted) 
 

Please volunteer to help out with the barbecue.  The work is 
fun and is only a two hour investment in time.  Also, brownies 
are needed.  Please help out! 
 

Sign-up sheets are in the back of the church.  For more infor-
mation please see Bill Morris or any member of the Outreach 
Team. 

Hamilton Union Presbyterian Church 
2291 Western Avenue 

Guilderland, New York  
456-5410 
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“Sometimes the most important thing  
in a whole day  
is the rest we take  
between two deep breaths.”  

— Etty Hillesum  

“In summer, the song sings itself.” 
—William Carlos Williams 

“God has given us two hands: one to  
receive with and the other to give with. 
We are not cisterns made for hoarding; 
we are channels made for sharing.” 

—Billy Graham   
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The right road 

 
 My Lord God,  
 I have no idea where I am going.  
 I do not see the road ahead of me.  
 I cannot know for certain where it will end.  
 Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think  
  that I am following your will does not mean that I am  
  actually doing so.  
 
 But I believe that the desire to please you does, in fact,  
  please you.  
 And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.  
 I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.  
 And I know that if I do this, you will lead me by the  
  right road, though I may know nothing about it. 
 
 Therefore will I trust you always, though I may seem to  
  be lost and in the shadow of death.  
 I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will  
  never leave me to face my perils alone.  
 
—Thomas Merton 
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HAMILTON UNION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2291 Western Avenue  

Guilderland, New York 12084-9747   
  

         
  

Change Service Requested 

 

Dated Material – Please Deliver Promptly. 

 

 

Church: (518) 456-5410 

FAX:  (518) 456-0002 

Rev. Pattison  (H)    456-1373 

E-mail:     hupc@nycap.rr.com 

Website:  HamiltonUnionPresbyterianChurch.org 
 

 

 

Ministers: The People of Hamilton Union 
 

Our Staff: 
Rev. Stewart Pattison, Pastor 

Rev. Douglas Gray, Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Mary Jo Pattison, Parish Associate 

Charlotte Palmeri, Director of Music 

Darlene DiTonno, Christian Education Director 

Cheryl Cootware, Church Secretary 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter deadline for  
the September issue is  

Thursday, August 11 
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Published monthly by the  

Session, except July-
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and others. 

Mark Hutchinson, Editor 

Email Address: goodnewshupc@gmail.com 


